CELEBRATION OF BAPTISM
We welcome by Baptism today:
Sebastian Parker Thomas, born November 13, 2018

son of Ross and Tamala
Parents:

Each of us here has a unique role in raising this beautiful child. Do you, Tamala and Ross, Sebastian’s parents, commit yourselves to raising him in a manner that inspires faithfulness, compassion, and spiritual growth? If so, please answer,


WE DO
Will you work, as best as you are able, to raise Sebastian in a family of love, compassion, acceptance, and hope, qualities that we understand to be gifts from God and lived out in Jesus? If so, please answer,






WE WILL
Will you, as best as you are able, raise Sebastian in a community of love, nurture, and encouragement, a Christian community, that will help him to be all that he was made by God to be? If so, please answer,






WE WILL
Godparents:   
Will you, as Sebastian’s godparents, be a loving, caring support for Sebastian’s parents as they work to fulfill the vows that they have made today? If so, please answer,



WE WILL
Will you, as Sebastian’s godparents, be a loving supportive presence in Sebastian’s life encouraging and challenging him to grow into all that God created him to be? If so, please answer,

WE WILL
Congregational Commitment 
One: 
And all of you, representing the Church here, do you receive this child in the name of Christ?

All:
Yes, we do.

One: 
Will you surround him and his parents with love and look for ways of being Christ to him?

All: 
Yes, we will, we gladly welcome this child into our fellowship and we commit ourselves to deeper love and better service for the sake of all people.
One: 
I invite you to stand, as you are able, as we reaffirm our own faith as we sing our New Creed.

The New Creed - VU #918 (sung)

We are not alone,



we live in God’s world.


We believe in God:



who has created and is creating,



who has come in Jesus,




the Word made flesh,




to reconcile and make new,



who works in us and others




by the Spirit.


We trust in God.


We are called to be the Church:



to celebrate God’s presence,



to live with respect in Creation,



to love and serve others,



to seek justice and resist evil,



to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen,




our judge and our hope.

In life, in death, in life beyond death,



God is with us.


We are not alone.


Thanks be to God.

Filling the Font:
One:
God be with you.

All: 
And also with you.

One:
Lift up your hearts.

All: 
We lift them to God.

One:
Let us give our thanks to God.
All: 
It is good to give God thanks and praise.

One:
Water is a precious commodity…water is everything. Water is life. We claim the joy of water and the way it sustains and nourishes us.

All:
Let it flow and pour and sprinkle for all people. That all may know each day the gift of God in Water.

Baptism

Prayer of Dedication:
We stand as witness to the commitment this family has made this day. And we pledge ourselves to their support and care as they discover the ways that the Spirit unfolds for them. Amen.
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